LETTERS         FROM         LAUSANNE

"Ah, mammal "

"Yes, Cecilia; you must not cherish these
illusions; a man seeks to inspire in every woman,
for himself alone, a sentiment that he himself has
most commonly only for the sex. Finding every-
where that with which to satisfy his inclination,
what is most often the great affair of our life may
be scaicely anything to him."

" The great affair of our life! What! It happens
to women to think much of a man who thinks but
little of them? "

fc Yes; that happens. It happens also to some
women to think much, despite themselves, of men
in general. Whether they yield or whether they
resist this inclination it remains the great, the sole
affair of these unhappy women. Cecilia; in your
religious lessons you were told that you must be
chaste and pure: did you attach any meaning to
those words? "

" No, mamma."

" Well! the moment has come for you to ptadhse
a virtue, to abstain from a vice of which you can
form no idea. If this virtue appears difficult to
you, remember that it is the only one which you
will have to prescribe to yourself with rigour or to
practise with vigilance, with scrupulous watchful-
ness over yourself."

" The only one? "

" Examine yourself, and read the Decalogue.
Have you any need to watch over yourself in
order not to kill, not to deceive, not to slander?
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